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it will do great harm to the nation. In the last heat we
may be found to be cowards instead of brave men and
women. And there is no disgrace greater than cowardice
for fighters for freedom. Surely there is nothing to be
ashamed of in retracing our steps. If we feel that we shall
not be able to displace the British power without a violent
struggle, the Congress must say so to the nation and pre-
pare accordingly. We must do what is being done all the
world over—4 forbear when we can, hit when we must.'
If that is to be our creed or policy, we have lost precious
seventeen years. But it is never too late to learn and mend.
Seventeen years in the life of a nation is nothing. It will
go hard with Congressmen, if having received the warning
they do not make die choice.
Harijan, 9-4-1938
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MARTIAL v. MORAL
It is often forgotten that the Congress has only moral
authority to back it.   The ruling power has the martial,
though it often dilutes the martial with the moral. This vital
difference has come to fore since the assumption of office
by the Congress in seven provinces.  This office-holding is
a step towards either greater prestige or its total loss.   If it
is not to be a total loss, the ministers and the legislators have
to be watchful of their own personal and public conduct.
They have to be, like Caesar's wife, above suspicion in every-
thing. They may not make private gains either for themselves
or for their relatives or friends.   If the relatives or friends
get any appointment, it must be only because they are the
best among the candidates, and their market value is al-
ways greater than what they get under the Government.
The ministers and the legislators of the Congress ticket have
to  be  fearless  in  the  performance   of their duty.  They
must always be  ready  to risk the  loss of their seats or
offices.   Offices and seats in the legislatures have no merit
outside their ability to raise the prestige   and   power  of
the Congress.   And since both depend wholly upon the

